Jump Ship to Freedom Level U
by James Lincoln Collier and Christopher Collins
Chapter 1

Vocabulary-   tallow   Mum    hinges   hearth    harbor    brig    soldiers’ notes      delegate

Daniel steals back soldiers’ notes from Mrs. Ivers.  She took them from them after his father drowned for “safe-keeping” but hadn’t planned to return them.  Daniel make a lot of smoke by stopping up the fireplace and made Mrs. Ivers think the house was on fire to get her out.

Chapter 2

Vocabulary-
dismount
discharge
victualler
darky
hip-roofed
plain gabled

legislature
General Assembly
wharves
masts
gaffs
fore and aft sails
navigation

“funny feeling to be higher than the sun” pg 17 (as he watched the sun rise from the sea)

“whitemen ain’t worth much” 

Daniel’s mum hides the notes and he goes off to work on the ship with Captain Iris’s nephew.  He talks to Birdey about wanting to buy his freedom and discusses how much he and his mom are worth.  When the Irises realize the notes are gone, they come to him and slap him around and make him strip.  They don’t find anything, but the Captain tells him to get his old clothes so he can sail with them the next day.  Daniel was hoping to sail so that he could try to sell the notes.
How do you think  Mum is going to like the idea of him sailing to New York? 

Do you think it is safe for him to go?

Why do you think the Captain decided to take him?

Chapter 3
Vocabulary-
peculiar

ruckus

fishing dory
kindling

capsize

lurch
cargo

Mum is immediately curious as to why the Captain wants to let Daniel sail with him to New York.
But they decided it may be their only chance to try to sell the notes.  She wanted Daniel to find out about her sister Willy if he could. Her sister had moved to New York before his dad drowned.
Another black man on the ship was not happy that Daniel was on the ship since he was blamed for stealing the notes. Daniel realizes fast that the work on the boat is very hard.  His hands blister and peel until they are raw skin and so does his feet. Then Birdey questions him about the notes.  Daniel finds out they are going to St. Eustacia in the West Indies instead of New York.  He is upset that his plans are not going to work out and feeling down on his luck, but doesn’t give up hope.

Realizing he is in for a long trip, he looks for a place to hide the Soldier’s notes.

Pg. 42

What kind of problem might Daniel run into if he hides the notes in the cargo?

Daniel overhears Captain telling Birdsey to stay away from him because he is a slave and Birdsy argues that they are friends and he may not always be a slave.  Then the uncle tells him that he plans to sell Daniel in the West Indies.  Daniel is defeated when he hears this.  His dad told him stories of how harshly slaves were treated in the West Indies.

Chapter 4
Vocabulary-
suspicious

Daniel realizes that Birdsey is not going to tell him of his uncle’s plans to sell him.  Big Tom also was mean to him and treating him like a thief.  He didn’t want to live anymore, but thought of his mom and dad. A storm comes up and lasts for days with the ship constantly banging around in the sea.  

Chapter 5

Pg. 65 just as a lief let mine go

The captain refuses to cut the cargo so that the ship can rise higher on the waves to keep from sinkin.  Daniel realizes Birdsey agreed with Captain not to let the cargo go.  The ship almost sinks and Birdsey and another sailer drowns before the Captain finally cuts the cargo loose.

Chapter 6

Vocabulary- schooners, porpoises, manacles

The captain holds a funeral service for Birdsey and the other man, but doesn’t seem to be sad.  Daniel is sad.  The ship makes it to New York, the closest harbor and the Captain locks Dan in a room, but he escapes by setting a fire and jumping overboard.

Chapter 7 

Daniel manages to find Sam Fraunces, a friend of his dad’s and learns that he can’t sell the notes to Samuel Johnson  because he is in Philadelphia writing the constitution. His notes are still hidden on the brig anyway

Chapter 8

Vocabulary – handbills

Daniel meets a white man who is a Quaker that knew his dad.  The man urges him to forget about the notes and to move farther away up north to freedom.

Chapter 9
Daniel slept in a shed at Sam Fraunces’ Tavern. He comes up with a plan to get the notes back with Nosy’s help and almost gets caught by Big Tom, but gets away and Nosy gets the notes.

Chapter 10
Carrie (Nosy) told Mr. Fraunces and Fatherscreft about them taking the notes back.  They are not happy, but they offer to put them in safe keeping.  They also offer for Daniel to go with Fatherscreft to {Philadelphia to help him since he is so ill.  This is exactly what Daniel was hoping for so that he could see Samuel Johnson to try to sell the notes.

He overhears the compromise that the Georgia representative brought to Fatherscreft to deliver to Philadelphia.  North states could be free as long as there was a fugitive slave law that required runaways to be returned to their owners in the south.  This was bad news for Daniel, but the best offer so far for the states.

Daniel gets seen by Big Tom while he is washing windows down stairs.  He runs to Fatherscreft’s room to hide and was almost caught before he bolted the door.  

Chapter 11

Vocabulary cisterns, piazza (style of a house)
Daniel escapes through the chimney and slides down 4 stories to the ground.  He realizes he may be helping the wrong person, since Mr. Fatherscreft is delivering news that would make it lawful for him to be returned to Captain Ivers.

He meets up with him anyone and is once again spotted by Big Tom, but since Big Tom is black, he has to power to touch him.

Chapter 12

Vocabulary barracks, dram
Daniel takes care of Fatherscreft, but he keeps getting worse.  He promises to deliver the message to Samuel Johnson and him only.  He goes for the doctor and discovers a handbill has been posted downstairs describing him and Mr. Fatherscreft.

Chapter 13 & 14

Vocabulary impudent wretch
Mr. Fatherscreft dies, and Daniel is left to decide what is the right thing to do.  He can’t go against his word to a dead man, so he escapes out the back and steals a boat.  He floats down river to Philadelphia.  He arrives to find Captain Ivers there (which he was expecting.)  His loyalty impressed Samuel Johnson and he promised to help him.  He is returned to Captain Ivers for the time being.  Eventually the constitution is passed, the soldiers’ notes are paid off, and his mom and him are set free to own their own little shack.

