Pre-observation Procedure Form

Student Teacher:  Jennifer Q.
Cooperating Teacher: Paul C.
Date: February 3, 2010
Time: 1:00- 1:30
Building: Little Elementary
Room: 245
1. How does this lesson fit into the overall course?  (Ex.  What unit is it apart of, is this class a sub-part of a total lesson, is it based upon a certain text, and if so, what pages, etc.)? 
This writing lesson is an original created by me. I decided on the topic for writing based on the information the students have been learning in Unit 8 of Communication Arts (weather, temperature, and seasons). Usually, the students are allowed to pick their own topic for writing each day, and some of them spend the majority of their time trying to figure out what to write rather than actually writing. So, I decided to provide them with a topic to begin with, and they can personalize it from there.
2. What are the objectives of this lesson?

In this lesson the students will be able to:
· The student will be able to write a complete sentence using capital letters where appropriate and correct punctuation.
· The student will be able to use prior knowledge of seasons to compose sentences.

· The student will make connections from text to self.

· The student will compose sentences that make sense.
3. What activities, on your part and the students’ part, will I be observing?  What materials and methods will be used?  Feel free to attach handouts, study guides, or other information that would be helpful.

Pre-Activity:
The students will: Sit quietly on the carpet and listen to a short picture book about the seasons. They will also be asked questions about the book and seasons periodically.
The teacher will: Read Simon Says: Seasons By Gilles Tibo. Periodically asking questions about seasons and asking students to make connections.
Activity:
The students will: Choose their favorite season, and brainstorm reasons why they like that season the best. They will then use their ideas to form complete sentences.
The teacher will: Model an example of sentences that describe reasons why she likes a particular season. While students are writing their own, she will walk around the room checking the progress of the students writing.
Post-Activity:
The students will: The students will be asked to look over their own writing to be sure that they have met the expectations of complete sentence writing. At the end of the lesson, they will place the writing in their homework folder to be taken home.
The teacher will:
4. Describe how you will substantiate whether the objectives of the lesson have been accomplished. 
I will walk around and observe the students writing. I will have the students read me what they have written, and we will check to make sure that all of their sentences make sense, and also that all sentences begin with a capital letter and end with the appropriate punctuation mark.
5. Are there any group or individual characteristics or circumstances of which I should be aware (unusual behaviors, grouping interactions, students out of class, etc)? There are two students in the class who will soon be tested for the opportunity to join special education classes. These two students will not write during writing time unless someone sits with them and pushes them to do it.
There are also three students in the class who have moderate-severe behavior problems. They have a lot of trouble paying attention, and when they do get redirected, they throw temper tantrums and are sent to recovery rooms quite often.
