Classroom Observation
Name___________________________
Mentor Name____________________

Date____________________________
School__________________________

Grade Level/Subject_______________ 
Time___________________________

Number of Students____________

Learning Objective (s):
Ms.
· Did the students appear to understand the learning objective (s)?  

no

yes   

· Were the instructional activities aligned to the objective(s)?     

no
         

yes  

· Does assessment drive instruction?




no
         

yes  

· Did student feedback elicit respectful communication in the classroom?
no

yes   

· Did student feedback drive instruction in the classroom after the teacher
checked for understanding?




           
no
yes 

The terms Extensive, Moderate and Slight reflect implementation of these methods in the classroom.    
These would also be considered as the following for the quality of instruction in each area.  
Extensive=Excellent          Moderate=Average      Slight-Inconsistent implementation  or Non Existent   
                                          Circle E for Extensive, M for Moderate, or S for Slight
 

      Instructional  Method Observed


            Student Engagement

	Class 
Discussion
	E
	M
	S
	
	E
	M
	S

	Cooperative
Learning
	E
	M
	S
	
	E
	M
	S

	Group 
Work
	E
	M
	S
	
	E
	M
	S

	Guided 
Practice
	E
	M
	S
	
	E
	M
	S

	Hands on 
Learning
	E
	M
	S
	
	E
	M
	S

	Lecture
	E
	M
	S
	
	E
	M
	S

	Seat Work
	E
	M
	S
	
	E
	M
	S

	Advance 
Organizers
	E
	M
	S
	
	E
	M
	S

	Graphic
Organizers
	E
	M
	S
	
	E
	M
	S

	Summarizing or note taking
	E
	M
	S
	
	E
	M
	      S




Professionalism

A mark in the column means the: 

________Student dresses in a professional manner
________Complies with professional schedule and has regular attendance.


     Notifies appropriate personnel when absent.

________Interacts positively and appropriately with students, colleagues,   

    parents/guardians

________Student is open and implements suggestions for improvement

________Thorough preparation for lessons, meetings, other tasks.  Lesson plans 

    presented in a timely manner.  

_______Available technology is used


Classroom Environment

Instructional Climate

The physical environment:


The instructional climate is:  

_____Conducive to learning


______Conducive to learning


_____Somewhat conducive to learning
______Somewhat conducive to learning

_____Not conducive to learning

_____
Not conducive to learning


______Classroom design

____ 
Disruptive behavior


______Attractiveness                       ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____
Lack of organization

Student Work on Display

______Student work is displayed

______Work is displayed with a scoring guide
______Little student work displayed
Comments:  See attachments
Materials/Equipment:

Simon Says:  Seasons by Gilles Tibo

Lined writing paper

Pencils

Teacher Modeled writing

Greet:

Ms. Q. called the students to the class reading rug by gender.  Once they were seated, she reminded them that they needed to think about whom they were sitting next to—was this somebody that they should be sitting next to?  After everyone was in their well thought out place, the teacher began her lesson. 
Pre-Activity:

Ms. Q. introduced the day’s lesson with the book Simon Says:  Seasons by Gilles Tibo.  The teacher refreshed the students’ memories, back to earlier in the day, by asking them, “What book did you read earlier today?”  One student answered with, “How Should I Dress?”  Another student said, “It talks about how you should dress by weather.”  The teacher then proceeded to ask the class, “Can anyone tell me the four seasons?”  The teacher called on the numerous students who were eagerly raising their hands.  From here the teacher began reading the story, stopping to check for understanding and to ask the students what they noticed.  The children were completely engaged.  When they would get on their knees the teacher politely told them to “stay on your pockets”.  Many students were shouting out, “I can’t see the picture” taking away from teacher instruction.  One suggestion is that the teacher should take the time to tell the class, “I promise that, if you all stay seated with your focus on the book, you all will see the illustrations.”  Some other students read/whispered (quite loudly) the words along with the teacher.  It is suggested that the teacher acknowledge the students’ abilities and excitement for reading, but that it may be making it difficult for classmates to hear the story.  At the end of the story the teacher told the students that they would be writing about their favorite season during the day’s writing period.  The teacher displayed her own example and selected students to read sections of her writing to the class. Normally, I would suggest that the teacher model the writing method, but after seeing these students’ works, it was clear that they weren’t strangers to the writing process.  From here Ms. Q. instructed the students to go to their seats and begin their writings.  During this transition the students were extremely talkative.  It is suggested that the teacher set a time limit and manner in which the students are to return to their seats, for example, “You have ten seconds to quietly and safely move to your seats to begin your writing.”
Activity:
After returning to their desks, the students immediately brainstormed their thoughts by creating a graphic organizer.  Wow!  During the activity Ms. Q. circulated the room, guided students, answered questions, and motivated those with writer’s block.  I appreciated that the students were encouraged to speak their thoughts before putting them down on paper.  This allowed for the students to informally model for their peers along with allowing them to hear how their writing will read.  As I walked around the classroom I was amazed with these students’ writing abilities.  This was an exciting activity to watch!  The cooperating teacher has certainly put his efforts into building a classroom of writers and students that appreciate reading!  Kudos!  Ms. Q. did a fantastic job carrying that torch!
Post Activity:

At the end of the writing period, Ms. Q. clapped a rhythm that the class repeated as a whole.  From here, the teacher instructed the students to place their papers in the middle of their tables and to put their heads down to indicate that they are ready to move on to their next activity.  The teacher then collected the papers.

Post Conference

During our conference, held immediately after the lesson, Ms. Q. and I discussed the very few suggestions that were made throughout this write-up.  I was extremely impressed with this lesson and Ms. Q.’s approach with these students.  She was very clear with letting the class know what was expected of them, she prompted them very well before transitions, she checked for understanding, and listened to their thoughts.  The teacher facilitated a safe environment where each student knew that they were important and that they (and their opinions) mattered.  I walked away from this lesson with a smile on my face—I know that these children are learning and loving it.  Great job!
Diana Iannetto





Jennifer Q.





Little Elementary
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