
What are Learning Goals, Success Criteria and 
Rubrics? 
 
Learning Goals: Brief statements that describe for a 

student what he or she should know and be able to do by the 
end of a period of instruction (e.g., a lesson, series of lessons, 
or subtask).  
 

Success Criteria: Standards or specific descriptions of 

successful attainment of learning goals developed by teachers 
on the basis of criteria in the achievement chart, and discussed 
and agreed upon in collaboration with students, that are used 
to determine to what degree a learning goal has been achieved. 
Criteria describe what success “looks like”, and allow the 
teacher and student to gather information about the quality of 
student learning. 
 

Rubric:  A scale that uses brief statements based on the 

criteria provided in the achievement chart and expressed in 
language meaningful to students to describe the levels of 
achievement of a process, product, or performance. 
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